
 

2019-20 Featured Season Events 
 
Happy 50ish - The Musical 
October 21 and 22,  2019 
Schlitterbahn Beach Resort 
Hibiscus Room 

6:30 P.M. Hors d’oeuvres and Cash Bar 
7:30 P.M. Curtain. 
  
 It’s a surprise party and you’re invited to Hap-
py 50ish, the musical that proves you haven’t lived 
until you’ve hit middle-age.  
 Although there are several milestone birthdays 
most of us anticipate such as 16, 18, 21, & 30, the one that, 
traditionally, causes the most anxiety is the big 5-0. Mired 
in stigma and fear, turning 50 really isn’t what it used to be 
with many people actually calling it “the new 40” and a 
birthday that can actually be a great time to start new ca-
reers, relationships, or other adventures. 
 But meet baby boomer Bob.  He’s facing the 
big five-oh with fear, beer, and a letter from AARP.  His 
mid-life crisis is killing him,  but he’s finding laughter is 
the best medicine…next to that little blue pill!  Bob has 
arrived early for his surprise party; his wife is late, and 
the guests are waiting outside. He reads his birthday 
cards aloud while realizing what’s in store for him in 
this new era.  Much of the music has an appealing pop 
style  and a golden oldies vibe that nicely captures the feel-
ing of a sentimentalized past.   You don’t have to be 50 to 
enjoy Happy 50ish,  As the reviewer from IN New York 
wrote, “I’m 30 and enjoyed it!  RSVP to this party.” 

 
The Absence of a Cello* 
By Ira Wallach 
October 8 and 9, 2019 
SPI Convention Center 
6:30 P.M.  Hors d’oeuvres and Cash Bar 
7:30 P.M. Curtain 
 

 centers on  a brilliant physicist  whose research 
laboratory business has gone bankrupt.  He wants to take  a 
high-paying job offered by a big corporation, but he must 
show the personnel director that he will fit the company 
profile.    
 An MBA student who is a neighbor coaches the 
physicist on how to be what every company wants.  The 
scientist trades  in his rolled-up trousers for a neat  suit; he 
hides the cello he plays with pick-up quartets; and he hides 
the medieval history books his scholar-wife writes. He 

hides, in fact, everything that he and his wife are, and he 
hauls out the television set.   He is joined in battle  by his 
Radcliffe daughter, an elderly neighbor who is a successful 
kleptomaniac, and his attractive and very smart sister whom 
the personnel director decides to romance. What follows is a 
literate comedy that is funny, smart, clever,  and moving.  For 
sheer humor it is, well, wonderfully adult.   
 

 

They’re Playing Our Song* 
Book by Neil Simon 
Music by Marvin Hamlisch 
Lyrics by Carol Sanger 
November 5 and 6, 2019 
SPI Convention Center 

6:30 P.M. Hors d’oeuvres and Cash Bar 
7:30 P.M. Curtain 
 
 A wisecracking, but successful composer finds a 
new,  slightly disorganized, very off-beat, but accomplished 
lyricist.  Initially, the match is not one made in heaven. 
Vernon and Sonia couldn’t be more different,  but opposites 
seem to attract, and soon professional collaboration turns to 
romantic relationship. Of course, that’s when their serious 
trouble begins.  As they navigate the ups and downs of new 
romance, you’ll find yourself desperately rooting for the cou-
ple to find their happy ever after.   This is a musical comedy 
about the joy of falling in love and the joy of making art.  This 
Tony nominated musical makes for a  splendid evening of 
entertainment.  It has Neill Simon’s comedy so there are lots 
of laughs; and it has catchy tunes that are likely to get stuck 
in your head.   They’re Playing Our Song is melodic romance 
that hits all the right notes. 

 
The High C Diva 
The Lamaze School of Singing Presents: 
“How to Birth a Song!”   
January 6, 7, 2020 
SPI Convention Center 
6:30 P.M.  Cash bar available 

Curtain:  7:30 P.M. 
 
 Rhapsodic and whimsical, Colleen Mallette 
has  charmed audiences across the US and abroad. She is a 
favorite with orchestras as well as audiences in intimate cab-
aret venues.  She was classically trained as an opera singer, 
but after years of serious studies and numer-
ous  performances in opera and oratorio, she one day 
scratched her funny bone and created her one woman recital 

spoof, The Lamaze School of Singing Presents: “ How to 
Birth a Song!”   This production put Colleen on the map as a 
comedic talent akin to Victor Borge and Anna Russell. Deli-
ciously sacrificing classical music’s most sacred cows is her 
forte. Her world premiere at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival 
and her US Premier with the Philadelphia Fringe met with 
rave reviews lauding her rapier wit and mesmerizing voice.  
Her voice is beautiful; her performance is entertaining; and 
she is hilariously funny.   

 
An Audition for a Murder* 
By Lee Mueller 
January 20, 21,and 22, 2020 
Isla Grand Beach Resort 

6:30 P.M.  Hors d’ oeuvres and Cash Bar 
7:30 P.M. Curtain 
 
 Yes, it’s the annual mystery play, an evening of 
escapist fun with a play that invites audience members to  
play detective and win a prize!    A theatre group is holding 
auditions for a murder mystery called "Death of A Disco 
Dancer.”  All of the typical actors show up to audition and  
the auditions get underway without too many problems — 
except that the Director doesn’t have a finished script. Then 
the playwright arrives in the nick of time with a few more 
finished pages just as one of the actors mysteriously dies.  
Luckily, the writer has brought a police inspector along to 
the auditions to serve as technical advisor for the play. Per-
haps the investigation into this "mysterious death" will in-
spire the playwright and help him finish the play. After all, 
there is a read-through on Monday.   

 
Moon Over Buffalo*   
By Ken Ludwig 
February 4 and 5, 2020 
SPI Convention Center 
6:30 P.M. Hors d’oeuvres and Cash Bar 
7:30 P.M.  Curtain 
 

 This madcap comedy delighted audiences last 
June and many of those who saw it asked that we please do 
it again.  So, for the first time, El Paseo is doing an encore 
presentation of a local production.   
 The story centers on George and Charlotte Hay, 
fading stars of the 1950s. At the moment, they’re playing 
Private Lives and Cyrano De Bergerac in repertory in Buffalo, 
New York.  On the brink of a disastrous split-up caused by 
George’s dalliance with a young ingénue, they receive word 
that they might just have one last shot at stardom: Frank 
Capra is coming to town to see their matinee, and if he likes 

what he sees, he might cast them in his movie remake of The 
Scarlet Pimpernel. Unfortunately for George and Charlotte every-
thing that could go wrong does go wrong.  It’s an evening of old-
fashioned knockabout farce that will keep you laughing - begin-
ning to end.    
 If you saw it last June, you will definitely want to see it 
again; and if you missed it last June, then make sure to mark your 
calendar for this limited and very special return-engagement. 
 

Love, Sex, and the IRS* 
By Billy Van Zandt and Jane Milmore 
February 27, 28, 29 and March I, 2020 
SPI Convention Center 

6:30 P.M.   Hors d’oeuvres and Cash Bar 
7:30 P.M.   Curtain 
 
 A Florida newspaper reviewing Love, Sex and the IRS 
noted that, “A season seldom goes by that this show doesn't run 
somewhere nearby. And for good reason. It convulses audienc-
es!"  
 The story is about honesty and what can happen to 
dishonest people who are worrying about what will happen if the 
truth comes out.  The central characters are Jon Trachtman and 
Leslie Arthur, two out-of-work, young musicians who room to-
gether in New York City. To save money, Jon has been filing their 
income tax as a joint return, listing the pair as married. The day 
of reckoning comes when the Internal Revenue Service informs 
the “couple” they’re going to be investigated to make sure every-
thing is legit.  To greet the IRS agent, Leslie  dresses up as a wom-
an and masquerades as a housewife.  Jon’s fiancée  Kate is a will-
ing accomplice to the duplicity; however, Kate is also a compli-
cating factor in that she and Leslie are having an affair behind 
Jon’s back. 
 Murphy’s law kicks in and Jon’s mother drops in unex-
pectedly to meet her son’s fiancée.  Leslie’s ex-girlfriend shows 
up demanding to know why Leslie has changed and won’t see her 
anymore. The dance card is complete when the nosey building 
super butts in to check on what building rules are being violated, 
and a “pulled-from-the-subway” lawyer intending to help only 
makes things worse.   
 With all the typical people and pieces needed for a 
farce sitting on the stage, the proverbial laugh track is ready to 
kick in.  This fast moving, high action farce is a cross between I 
Love Lucy and Some Like it Hot and one of the funniest plays you 
will ever see.   
 

 
*Denotes an El Paseo Arts Players Local Production  

 

An Audition For A Murder! 


